



The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

I am writing to ask you to help grow businesses like mine by signing S2905 and S4279 - bills that were unanimously passed by both houses of the Legislature last Spring.  S2905 gives geothermal heat pump (GHP) installations the same 25% (up to $5,000) tax credit that solar installations are eligible for.   S4279 gives sales tax exemptions for GHP equipment, similar to the solar sales tax exemption.    These tax breaks have been important in creating thousands of New York jobs in the solar industry, and if you sign these bills, they could do the same for geothermal. 

I support your NY Sun initiative to boost solar electric in New York, but I also know that we need to start implementing a renewable solution to heating and cooling our buildings as soon as possible.  GHPs, are a renewable energy technology that cuts greenhouse gas emissions and lowers heating for consumers.  Because they also cool air so efficiently, they cut expensive peak demand during the hottest summer days, saving everyone money.  

It is significant that New York’s State Energy Plan documents that heating buildings causes more greenhouse gas emissions than generating electricity.   Strongly backing renewable heating and cooling will be necessary if New York will meet the 2030 target of a 40% greenhouse gas reduction as set by the Energy Plan.

We know that the State Department of Taxation has declared these tax breaks would have a minimal impact on state revenues.  They would have a major impact on my businesses’ ability to survive and grow.  And GHP jobs are family supporting, living wage jobs that can’t be exported.

Governor , all we are asking for is parity with solar relative to NYS tax treatment.  We think the combination of solar and geothermal is a great solution both for the environment and for New Yorker’s energy bills.  

However, we are now seeing a loss of business as customers have become aware of the potential tax Incentives.  They are holding off on signing contracts in anticipation of your approval of these bills.     For many of us in the geothermal field, uncertainty regarding the tax incentives threatens to force layoffs and cause permanent damage to businesses that have taken years to build. 

Governor, I know you want to help New York’s small businesses to thrive and continue as the backbone of New York‘s economy.  Signing S2905 and S4279 is a great way to show your commitment to that goal. 

Sincerely, 
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